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You receive the impression that Schleiermacher is not yet dead. 
We all have to concede so much, whatever our estimation of his prin- 
ciples and system may be. An unprejudiced mind will also be 
impressed with the fact that the dualism of the theologian and the 
philosopher is the weak point in Schleiermacher. He was too much 
of a dialectician to be a sound theologian. He vanquished the ration- 
alism of the " gesunder Menschenverstand " of the eighteenth century, 
but he introduced in its stead the emotionalism — sit venia verbo — of 
the " schlechtinniges Abhangigkeitsgefiihl." Schleiermacher had a little 
of Calvin's spirit of dependence upon God, but lacked his Scripture 
principle; he had a little of Luther's spirit of liberty, without his 
warm faith in Christ, the crucified Savior. Schleiermacher was a theo- 
logian, a philosopher, and a preacher of the first rank ; but he lacked 
many of the elements which make a man a reformer by the grace of 
God. We esteem him as a great genius, but we do not worship him as 

a hero. 

Nicholas M. Steffens. 
Orange City, 
Iowa. 



Spiritual Letters of Edward Bouverie Pusey. Edited and 
published by Rev. J. O. Johnston, M.A., and Rev. W. C. E. 
Newbolt, M.A. London, New York, and Bombay : Long- 
mans, Green & Co., 1898. Pp. 344. $4. 

In the preface to the fourth volume of Dr. Pusey's Life * the two 
surviving editors of the four who contributed to the preparation of 
that voluminous biography expressed their intention of publishing a 
volume of Dr. Pusey's "Spiritual Letters." The present volume is 
the fulfilment of that purpose, and is designed to present a phase of 
Dr. Pusey's life not otherwise easily understood. 

The editors discreetly say that Dr. Pusey " spent a considerable 
portion of his life in dealing, whether by word of mouth or by letter, 
with the difficulties of individual souls." The fact, plainly stated, is 
that Dr. Pusey believed himself to be a priest with distinctively priestly 
or sacramental functions, and as such he magnified his office and 
encouraged both the belief and the practice of confession and absolu- 
tion for the forgiveness of sin. 

During many years Pusey went at regular intervals to Keble as his 
own confessor, and during these years he undertook to act in a similar 

'See the American Journal of Theology, Vol. Ill, pp. 191-6. 



RECENT THEOLOGICAL LITERATURE 207 

relation of confessor for many people of varied temperament and con- 
dition. Persons at a distance appealed to him in a more or less 
formal way for spiritual advice, and, like Newman, he was accustomed 
to give a personal answer to all such serious requests. In this work, 
chiefly conducted by letters, he was often employed far into the night, 
and sometimes until the morning. 

From the immense amount of material thus furnished, a small por- 
tion is published in this volume. " It consists chiefly of letters of advice 
with regard to the trials of the spiritual life." The contents are 
necessarily fragmentary, disconnected, and somewhat unsatisfactory. 
The persons to whom the letters were originally addressed are not 
named. The letters are reproduced in four sections : (1) "Letters of 
Counsel and Sympathy;" (2) "Letters on Intellectual Difficulties;" 
(3) "Letters on Theological and Ecclesiastical Subjects;" (4) "Frag- 
ments of Conversations and Letters." 

The influence of Dr. Pusey's well-known doctrinal opinions, 
asceticism, and reverence for external authority constantly appears in 
every section, and the value of the work will be variously estimated 
according to the sympathies of readers. Some things of common 
interest to all reverent Christians, e. g., the representation of God's 
majesty and the greatness of his claims, may find general appreciation. 
But much of the book, especially the statement and treatment of 
" Intellectual Difficulties " and of " Theological and Ecclesiastical 
Subjects," will not be at all satisfactory to the more robust type of 
modern Protestant thought. Asceticism, fasting, and the daily 
observance of the communion do not appeal strongly to the most 
earnest religious thinkers in England and America as panaceas for 
prevalent doubt and spiritual ills. 

For many readers a disproportionate portion of the book is occu- 
pied with the various phases of the Anglican controversy with the 
Church of Rome, and with advice based upon the efficacy and valid- 
ity of the Anglican orders and sacraments. If not spiritually edify- 
ing to robust Protestants, the book is useful as a reflection of a 
particular type of doctrine and life. 

Dr. Pusey was a doctrinal, not merely a formal, ritualist. He 
believed in the real bodily presence of Christ after the priestly conse- 
cration of the elements. He taught the forgiveness of sins through 
confession and the absolution of the priest. 2 Thus he was in close 

* " We believe," he says, " that God forgives sins upon confession through abso- 
lution by his priest. We believe that God consecrates by us, his priests, mere 
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sympathy with the Roman and the Greek churches. He insisted that 
the Eastern, the Roman, and the Anglican churches are branches of 
the one true church. The only two objections to the Roman church 
which he appears to have considered conclusive were the cultus of 
Mary and the dogma of papal infallibility. The strength of his inter- 
est in the Roman church is shown by words written shortly before his 
death : "The Vatican council was the greatest sorrow I ever had in a 
long life" (p. 220). 

The value of these Spiritual Letters for devotional puposes is not 
great for those Protestants who cannot accept Dr. Pusey's doctrine. 
Their contribution to the solution of the present urgent theological 
questions which press for answers among the most vigorous Protestant 

thinkers is very slight. 

Benjamin O. True. 
Rochester Theological Seminary, 
Rochester, N. Y. 



The Life of R. W. Dale of Birmingham. By his Son, A. W. 
W. Dale. London : Hodder & Stoughton ; New York : 
Dodd, Mead & Co., 1899. Pp. x + 771. $4, net. 

Dr. Dale in the course of a public life of forty years did the work 
of at least three men, crowding into them achievements of such varied 
character and doing everything with such remorseless thoroughness 
and enthusiasm that our regret at his premature death is tempered by 
surprise that he stood the strain so long. He was the minister of one 
of the largest Congregational churches in England, and had only one 
pastorate, coming to it from the theological seminary and continuing 
in it until he died ; he stood in the foremost rank of citizens in " the 
best-governed city in the world ; " he was an active politician and 
reformer, a leader in his denomination and elsewhere ; and yet he 
found time to publish a dozen books, some of them demanding for 
their preparation considerable research. 

The variety of interests which engaged Dr. Dale's attention no 
doubt made it a difficult task to write his memoir. Let us say at once 
that his son has done his work admirably. He has put himself in an 
impartial position, not even hesitating to recognize that his father had 
the defects of his excellencies ; and yet he has written as only a son could 
who was in very close sympathy with the spirit and temper of his 

elements of the world to be sacramentally, spiritually, supernaturally his body and 
blood" (p. 218). 



